TN THF, CLAIMS 

The following is a complete listing of the claims, and replaces all earlier versions and 
listings. 



1 . (Currently Amended) A demountable safety guard adapted for prevention of 
accidental urged dislodgment of an article or liquid over an edge of a fixed horizontal surface, 
said fixed horizontal surface comprising a kitchen bench top[[,]] or a cooktop, oi a table top, 

wherein 

a height and a material of said guard is j>Uc>.lcd so tliat are such that when in use, said 
guard acts as a physical and/or and visual barrier to objects on a far side of said guard tora 
■ ImI . i 1 M.t „»i I . . A» ;iHii1t when viewed from a height s i milar to or lower than the height of the 

horizontal surface, 

said material is opaaue. and 
said guard is demountable . 

2. (Canceled) 

3 . (Previously Presented) The safety guard of claim 1 , wherein said guard 
comprises a substantially vertical elongate rectangular member having an outwardly facing 
surface and an inwardly facing surface bounded by edges, extending along at least a portion 
of an edge of said fixed horizontal surface. 
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4. (Previously Presented) The safety guard of claim 3 , wherein said edge is any 
edge of said surface from which said article or liquid can fall or spill when urged to within 
sufficiently close proximity of said edge. 

5. (Canceled) 

6. (Canceled) 

7. (Previously Presented) The safety guard of claim 1 , wherein said guard is 
adapted to be inserted into a guard retaining means attached to said surface. 

8. (Previously Presented) The safety guard of claim 7, wherein said retaining 
means is in the form of a channel, said channel adapted to be attached to said surface. 

9. (Currently Amended) The safety guard of claim 8, wherein said channel is attached to 
said surface by attachment means including: 

a. an applied adhesive; 

b. a double sided adhesive tape; and 
L. magnetic means; 

d. suction means; and 

[[e.]] c, mechanical means including screws, rivets, hinges and the like. 
10. (Canceled) 
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1 1 . (Previously Presented) The safety guard of claim 1 , wherein said guard and said 

guard retaining means are formed of metallic materials. 



12. (Previously Presented) The safety guard of claim 1 , wherein said guard and said 
guard retaining means are formed of non-metallic materials. 

1 3 . (Previously Presented) The safety guard of claim 1 , wherein said guard and said 
guard retaining means are formed of a combination of metallic and non-metallic materials. 

14. (Currently Amended) A method for the prevention of the accidental urged 
dislodgement of an article or liquid over an edge of a fixed horizontal surface, said method 
comprising! 

providing a guard member disposed along at least a portion of said edge of said 
surface, said edge being a leading edge, said guard member being made of an opaque material 
Mid extending a sufficient height above said surface thereby defining a physical andAjr and 
visual barrier to objects on a far side of said guard member lu d child but not lo an adult ^to 
viewed from a height similar to or lower t han the height of the horizontal surface. 



15. (Canceled) 

1 6. (Currently Amended) A method of providing a safety guard member for an edge 
fixed horizontal surface^ wherein comprising: 
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selecting a height and material of said guard member so that when in use, said guard 
member acts as a physical and visual barrier to objects on a far side of said guard member 
when viewed from a height similar to or lower thaa the height of the horizontal surface: and 

providing said guard member such that said guard member is demountably retained in 

a 

chaimel fixed along [[an]] a leading edge of said surface , and wherein a height of said guai - d 
member is selected so that when in use, said guard member acts as a physical and/or visual 
barrier to objects on a fai ' side of said guard member to a child but not to an adult . 

17. (Canceled) 

18. (Canceled) 

19. (Currently Amended) A guard system for preventing accidental urged dislodgement 
of an article over a leading edge of a fixed horizontal surface, said guard system comprising: 

a rail adapted for alignment with reference to at said leading edge and for affixing to 
said surface thereby to present a substantially vertically oriented slot for slidable engagement 
of a guard member therein, 

said guard member of substantially rectangular cross section in both longitudinal and 
lateral directions, and said guard member adapted for substantially vertical engagement and 
disengagement with respect to said slot or said rail, wherein a height and a material of said 
guard member is selected so that when in use, said guard member acts as a physical and/or 
visual barrier to objects on a far side of said guard member to a child but not to an adult when 
viewed from a height similar to or lower than the height of the horizontal surface . 



6 



20. (Currently Amended) The guard member of Claim 1 9, wherein the material of said 
guard member is selected so such that said guard member acts as a visual barrier when 
installed on said surface to visualization of objects on the far side of said guard member when 
viewed by d child but not by an adult from a height similar to or lower th an the height of the 
horizontal surface . 

21. (Previously Presented) A method of minimizing accidental urged dislodgement 
of an article or liquid from a surface relative to an edge thereof, said method comprising 
providing the guard member of Claim 19 as a kit of component parts. 

22. (Previously Presented) The method of Claim 21 wherein said component parts 
comprise a rail having a slot therein and a substantially opaque guard member for vertical 
reception in said slot. 

23. (Cancelled) 

24. (Cancelled) 

25. (Currently Amended) A demountable safety guard adapted for prevention of 
accidental dislodgment of an article or liquid over an edge of a fixed horizontal surface, 
wherein said guard is demountable and a height and a material of said guard are selected so 
that when in use, said guard acts as a visual barrier to objects on a far side of said guard tcra 
, l i llrl l i nt I l td h i .1 11 ^duH from a height similar to or lower than the h eight of the horizontal 
surface . 
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26. (Currently Amended) A guard system for preventing accidental dislodgement of an 
article or liquid over a front edge of a fixed horizontal surface, comprising: 

a plurality of guard members, each having a different height; and 

a rail aligned with icfucncc to at the front edge and affixed to the horizontal surface 
thereby to present a substantially vertically oriented slot for slidable engagement of a selected 
guard member therein, 

wherein each gtiard member is of substantially rectangular cross section in both 
longitudinal and lateral directions, and each guard member is adapted for substantially 
vertical engagement and disengagement with respect to the slot, and 

wherein the selected guard member is selectable based on the height and material 
thereof such that when engaged in the slot, the selected guard member acts as a physical 
and/or and visual barrier to objects on a far side of the guard member when viewed from a 
height similar to or lower than the heipht of the h orizontal surface lu A aiilJ but not to an 
auuii. 
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